st olulh Lygos ; bch

OTES ON; COPIWG WITH ROMANIA S SE

”II ATENT[ SOME N

he seculltete is; con Ldered to bc activc outsrde

emr re group

1ivcd i"Romania conduetrnv social
American‘_cholars,'l too was narned
Romenlan,secret oolice ‘the

o ‘share my own - views
er. americans to- .cope
o. a_menrmum'of aggrava—

cmong Roman ; s in rrance and in o
1z o protect the intcorrty of the’ Romanlan

flU Aty
revolves arocnd aua;ﬁrzgaﬁcoecsoﬁ

orn£W'prevcnting Romanians .
: crets to torerwners :

: *esea*ch Like the other
instructed and told stoies about the:
In this short note 1 woulo 11ke t
e ‘work. in order to heln oth

ezr time in, Romanla “Leads't
nly .on my Lnltal year ‘in Romania.
oreigners

1scover1ng staLc secreLs

*exposrng these c
r is qulte broader than
5 are con51dered secret de

istieal'data of.. socral and

securitate
; on how the’ securitat
% with them; ‘so”that’ th
'tion These remarks are based no
-but from continuous vzsrts to the country, eonversatlons wrt
eﬁbassy personnel ‘and’ many Romanlans. My personal:: exoerlences “with
the: securitate has” been. rather: ben;gn. I did not have my - flngernalls
Llled ‘out and I was accused of being’ a spy only once. To- my ‘knowledge
one of my’ Romanran fr;ends 9uffered severely. _Bu‘ ¥ own experlences
ontext. “You’ w1ll w;thout doubt’heer A gamut

‘other qrantees end Romania

our Oiﬂ'\. '

Much st
ed sccret or Eentru uz 1ntern

Melltarj effarrs and polltlcal‘lntrlgues .
- jzed. Ln'the“otrlcrar media

Amtrlccns who seek to uncover
' ious.. to a

. may cppear susp

re irrelevant in: this ©
of ana21na tales . from embassy personnel
cltizens. Most of. these tales’ will ‘leave’ you with' an
Very few wxll leave
d nefficiency.
do not confuse ‘an organrza—

for usis rnn uou‘ ‘
. f ecurltatv agent.
fvlves rise'to'a
ivate mot' es, bu

Eeople

"culture ‘of susplcion
r‘ﬂd beneath thel*-—-~
on.is part of
ntellectual
in publrc :
ometnan qu“te‘

ima0e'of a’

The cult of secrecy
ed to have hidden or DT!
-'or ffrcial fecade “This: culture or susplcr
' fe in Romanla-—both in villawef "and in the 1
ple wrll easrly be ab

at officiar meetlngs) ‘and ‘s
Romanian schoolchrldren‘nay

while hearing their

highly effectrve organizatlon.
fincompetence, irretronallty an
& .The point. ‘of this.memo, is very simple.
“tion” that"” can be anzyhere wrth one'

fundamental distrnction ‘which’the'sec
- and whrch the many storres of their ‘mythic

le to sdy one ‘thing

urltate itself trres to ﬂloss over,
al effectlveness'tend to.

school.

t home Thls ucp betwaen. the public and
private sphere g known 1n Fomanlen as dedublarea (duplrcrty)
notlon ,ffdupllcrty carrres over in Roma Anericans.:
at our publlc demeanor .1
te may assume. that e
eneath’ thc official job ox

s really CIA."The arantcclg
lltary rnstallatlons

33 forﬂet. Fld o { it
s+ The: securitete‘(security) the Mlnretry'offlnternal
Af alrs._offlcially they are‘termed “organele de securitate" (securzty
or.. "baletn_de la_ secu

is a part. of
parents condemn i a

nian relatlons wzth
s onl; a £acade, masking ’

forwans) but’ in - slang they may be known.as secu
or: ‘as -one member called 'bnnditrl ‘asteia™i-(those
e by 2 cesture;-flrcking

(boys from seeu),
andlts) "Some Romanians will refer to securitat
Eun the'undersxde of their collar ;presumably, undercover acents
n, oT. mark on: the under51de of" thelr collar 1ndicat'n

ecurltate JIn SItuatlons where they hang out in hotel
a- flick" of

Romani :
" ach American- -researcher.

The securxte
-“secret plan nrdden b
ural of ficex’
ally be survey*np ‘mi
1deolog1cal pollutlon Jea’i
p‘CanS is that:
e Americans actﬂd

loob;es together wrth money changers or black’ marketeers;
th ollar can, lndrcete to approachrng pollce who' they are. ‘ Securltate‘
personnel normally- dress in clvrlran elothes but they have varrousp s
A_member of the.

ure professor may b
The. problcm Wlth these sus
There are instances wher
conotltuted (minlscule) .threat 0
earch was, dcne:'

ys‘be conflrmed.1
."where their behavror
ity: (as‘reen by the secu
. gsrde B offrclal ‘research.
grounds for. treating all;Americﬂn

Ly ‘that. accordrng to the securitate,

.-m,he serf other.lse.

ranks:similar to the armed servrces or DOlLCE.
e.known as an: other de securrtate (securltete'

rltate),_where res
These_ erceptlonal caecs
s as potcntral

" the Amellcon

organrzation may b
offrcer) or. simply SECbrlbt
The purnose of the securltate is to protec
..conomlc and ldeologlcal securxty of the Romania:
lomenla are both in: the"country’ (RomanlansAand7fore1gners) ‘and

t the oolrtrcal‘
‘ fEnemLes of

AT = TR T AT

TR




The securitate: -
those Rowmanians
your friemds, S

or- retaiiation_by the 3Fher slde against Romanians.
4 your activities by. interviewing

can- learn abou ‘you ax
with whom you are ‘im (pntact: your maid, - your. advisers,

Most of the time :the debriefing is conducted in a
er Remanians to carry out
organs, about a potentlal
tt o debriefings can be

g agent comes Lo .’ _
hich most Romanians -

eturity organs'i overrepr
W Enterxng earlyu

c1v111zed fashion 'They are asklng oth
their patriotic duty and tell the security

threat te: the Romanian state . Other times:
1nt1m1datino oT unfrlfndly Oftlmes the seculitat
the ‘individual's home or workplace, an experience W
£ind extremely uncamf:rtable or embarassing. Frequently they are
‘called back'for 1nter'1ews "downtown' several times. - v'.i
i Meulture of susp:clon and the normal cultural/language gaps
whlch exist between zn American’ researcher/worker and & Romanian - 2

is quite probable that thesa.RomanianSznﬁimEéa&éw will

n who you are and what kind of

'have quit divergent ‘opinions o
] fOne person knows you- at-home, another at work,
UIE you are not.’ straight with these

e magnified into "suspicious

fha § provmcial m thei
work alon

ate personnel often leads

uestioﬁ'"Ce rautaj& & aici® (What's this guy
it is a typical question cf the small country galnst the

‘lar e'one TPar:ze \Nﬁat reasonab’e motive could an American have to
n work 4 or live in a smallﬂ‘pnderdeveloped country 1ike Romanis?

trange conclusions.
T village)ﬂlrr

ialism among the securit

third duriﬂg your “free time. .
the Uslightest -difference may b
"in' the securitate: agent s report~' Wence the importance of
tory ‘straight, of hav1ng orte and only one REAL research
are an- historian while your

“of not giVing.iaéézr

,people

“behavier".
‘~keeping your ‘s
lof not, telllng your advisor you

political scientist
¥or the researcher it is

rching

To explain to, Romania
in Romania is extremely smal

Amerlcans'i erested
Unless proven otherwise, ‘ :
the American s motives are sus

cion“does not ‘arise purely f

-friends know you as a
"suspicious behav10r

e know not Just what you are resea
actical help to -you: for example, a
tence of a certain office oT archive -
ould know about its existence. VMore'

1 are deing the research, they can
t ‘essential information:
.8ince they either do not know
or research, . they

sxmply assume th

y tw Instances. of
T very important that pecpl
on, but WHY ., _This camv be of pr
Romanian hearing "about-the exis
.will;better.realize that you sh
“importantly,:if Romanians know WHY yo
: ‘help prov1de the - securitate with their mos
‘Z]your motives for why you are’ in Romaniz.
t’aceept the American g offiCial‘motlves £

the securitate. however.g
the most Annocen Americans
alter their work.plan °r re
abruptly change "location
they aren t sure exxst make [
ontacts, and ‘do all therthing
T research worker is mnot Supposed e

eearch tasks 1n mid' ream.
seek O t archives which

bes:.des “the official
ndidate

cntact w1th other
5. that the confused doctoral ca

o
conflicts with the securitate ,image of Americans as, k wing eKactlY or-do no
These random aCtLO TAUST, 1nduct these from the many Romanians. ‘they question. Thls is all
the moTe: important ‘for the researche;,Sane most probably it is lower
_-The’ o

"By the 1ogic of the securitate,

v1nc1al agents who are checking him out.
“if you yourself da.not know what-
it mayxhave negative consequences

Lranking and more PO
implicatlon of 411 this is simple::
you are\doano or’ why you are doing’it,

cutszde tHe official tasks arer susplcicu )
'danger to'Ronania

1yin9
that.the indiv1dua1 is some kind o .
“To protect Romania s security and inh
the’ securitate uses 2 variety of methods

publications oT, papers written by . th
IL can:bug'th

mage among ‘the securitate.
debriefing Romanian informants coexists

for your
. ' The- ‘securitate’s method. of
'fith;themmany lams which prevent or inhibit Romenian contact with

‘ aw; ioreigr*erQ may" not overﬂight in a Romanian home

cr covert surveillauceﬁ

11y granted only to near velatives).

'chppt by JP@LL11 nermiabioo {usud

1he most important mtthod however, :
Thxq mprnoi is. nuch ctSLer Lhun

_rrestinu :

e '\n r'\rmr:mr .

TR R R S T IR R I PO AT TR R Lttty



Without this permiSSion,
housand Lei for even Jone- night s VlSlt by”a‘foreigner.
.l third person is: supposed to- be in the ‘room o

revent:divulgence “of any. unauthorized information.
t written reports ! lof, any contact

'falso formally required o fill ou
: ith;moreigners. - In Tl
'filled out- seriously Othertimes they ‘ar
months. Romanians eVe again been warned
‘with’ foreigners and the requirement ‘to £fill. out reports
it means ‘to be ‘aware’ that the third person in the
league s best: fried,, but he also bea- Jealous

the Romanian hosts may” be fined several

“For’ the *

mayfhe}your col
he securitate’ organization does not’ exist everywhere
of paid and unpaidfinformants

-rincipally through a system
of: the paid informants are black marketeers who

some. information to the securitate
The principal ‘network of informants

personnel in each office or institution.

n offiCialz

Romanians are

institutfions these reports ‘are: oftenhr
e taken as a Joke..In recent,
about unauthorized contact

room'
e;tmtflr ]

t. worka

n T turn‘for feeding

One 'p rso .in each offic

will be ‘the’ contact

peo

the game of public and

to’tell'that person to
informant system

person for the’ securitate officer who™ has

responsibility for that office (or factory, apartment blod¢ Villege)

This person, Will be asked_to\report any . strange
o validate any observations by the securitate‘
of nformants the securitate ‘Has” the ability £o

compile dossmers on everyone
are not ‘a ways unscrupulous
ple yau are’ compelled to furnish the’ seeuritate Swithe ‘info
These individuals probably do not report all. their information,

otherWise their colleagues at “work would ostracize “thetm completely,

The informants themseives 2lso’ ‘play‘

making them bad! informants.
i The may feed securitate with‘

'dbitspwhile Withholding others.‘
fficer is interested in a particular person,

The’ informants
'They may be kind

private face )
Hearing thatthe securitate
“the’ informant may
71w this/sense,

.ﬁi attent" (watch out)

of the - securitate is an accurate reflection of

Throuvh ‘this. network
each anywhereﬂ,to
shoul be remembered
5_friendly
rmation

2 I'ES

r

f‘rfor‘

To the current‘c

for

important for!
and mostaAmericans

¢

decide
the,

ut they
te to me

certainly gives one

feverywhere

ults ‘organizations

fficiency corruption wsloppine

: a suspected agent), it can

ss and false

Romanien society
the securitate has

. it can

example
then the- effort to find a’spy oF, detec

OtherWise,
securitate is like any large organiz

to Justlfy its existence.
1imate of tension be

etion between being eve.gwhere and
understanding the Romanian. securitate.

0 =very Single phone"call bugging all the'a
interrogating all “you friends,u
1id. onee) not one -but. two cars trailing

ailing someone openly" they creat
and With impun"ty

the number oE foreigners coming to a provincial
t."moral pollution §

eem redundant. In. -
ation which seeks

‘the’ organization Wlll s

This task has. recently become casiar due :
'ween the US- and’ Romania More
he—ﬁrre—ef “the culture ‘of suspicion.

nzyhere is croCielly
ALY Romanians

s of being

especially diplomats);have storie
-These stories may be true,

Tt is in the interest of
¢t they are’ E
inglefletter;

distort the situetio
ke you and all Romanians think tha

that they are opening every ‘s

partments:'

that they are. out after you. It

a’ strange feeling of importance to find (as T
you,v throughout the

uthe imagc of being:
th 11 such.cases we are Lalkin°

Anyone openly followed is unlikely to

ln a SGPSG,

isit friends

The- securitate,,

do anything aLSp1C‘OUS or-

4 !\ﬁ""’l1 117 ‘-1“\1-1

rn nrnrnnr wou.in ,uch Situations.

Here’ they




they would not‘

mademmicrophonesj dre alw:
Loy uSingvforeingy'ade microphones that they.
r‘have enough spare parcs to maintain
: uritete functio aries are Just 1ike the rest ‘of us:
their Jobs Thej may be. ored; tmey' may srmply be curiouw
d some may‘be rabid believers in defending state
the securitate has_ high quality paychologishs
i ut investigations and :Nhln}

they really wanted to find out what you were doing,
_follow you openly,’ o CE :
The stories’of” being followed and having phones bugeed and the

many instances in which Romanians ‘are told by the securitate. what
are a11 used to-perpetuate the "

©“they ‘said in"private"conversations
" image of their being everywhere. However, ‘the. securitate cannot e

It has neither. the resources nor the 1nterest f
For every:

~bé, everywhere at once.

An Eollowing everyone ©
instance of “someone being interrogate
ousands where nothing happens—-where there was ne:
rmation resulted

r monitoring every conversation.
d, trailed or. monitored there

‘are literally th
talJ where- the phone .call discussing sensitive info
'got away wrth murder CpET

mic problems an morale problem
g have not been ah%asmo-ke successful fTHey
same,problems as expcrts h: oughout ‘the; world.

_influence societ by keeping people off-L
: economic ‘and -

~in no interrogation, where people
For the securitate, it is. much for ;efficient far them to make

you think they are everywhere than for them to actually be everywhere.
‘Stories of. their effectiveness circulate widely The negative instances.

however,. those;where they should have been there
1ogic of suspiCion,‘are usually forgotten.; For most of us-«Romanian

American alike--no amount of reasoning can a

according to’ their’

'kEEPlng people at each.
In'a ‘society where - .’

ssuage us into
For® there is

othtrs’throat and preventing social action
: ricted' rumors (likc ]okes) become ‘a piime -source
functions‘

LR Lhe disappear-

and
hinking that the securitate cannot ‘be everywhere.

always the pOSSlbllltthhat they will pop up unexpectedly Like"
11 organizations r%’is a degree of pmé; {nformation and an elemen
of- unpredictability and irrationality . The securitﬁtcannot be

everywhere, but it can indeed be jﬁxﬁhﬂra. It ‘is this element of
unpredictability that makes them so respected among the Romanian

5 rest
The continuous shortage,'of consumer goods
'lthe sudden appearance of pork Signal

_the:'eappﬁrance of eggs comes, with the’ disappearance ‘of .
Such manipulations of ‘the market (no matter how JUotlfleG -
'ctors of climate 'r export, needs) are well ‘timed to

k ‘looking out for good rather: than asking why the continuous
shortaoes. I :makes the securitate s real Job that much easier.: :

4hat is. the moral of all® this First, the securitate is an organiza—
an be both effecrive’

population..“
Because of .this unpredictabi
are ‘perfectly justified in being paypoid..

Romanians who have contacts with foreigners,
ge- who will receive. the brunt ‘of the securitate’ s

The element of randomness means that an American
who has been regarded as " clean” for 2 years in, Romania may. suddenly

find himself being harassed: ‘or’ followed,This may be. the result’ of the
" (to show: they aze

lity, most Romanians (and many foreigners)
It is especially S0 among
since it is they--and

eien 1ike all other Romanian organizations,JI_
Do not overestimate its effectiveness. ‘Second,,

a high degree of unpredictability ‘and capric
i ; Trying to decipher : "secret.strategy" wmay. be useless
“Third, being sometimes incompetent 'uninformed or irrational; the %

'be enormously dangeﬂy It can turn innocents into spies
¢ ot undereSCimate

‘not the foreigner
interrogation efforts.

and inefficient.,
e burlt

the securitate has

image-making

securitate's periodic efforts’ at
there), or’ from an‘officer’s campaign for selprromocion, ‘or from'
fa “long-term inquiry that suddenly reveals you as a suspicious person.
And, if you beccme 2 subject the Romanians you have as colleagues and'

Anty date Romanian friends and’ destroy careers
its powerst  Fourth,. the ‘securitate thrives on paranOia--about them
: . o» orrfinary - o
nn émnrpeople.‘_Don t£.lec them get t you. Don £ let them make
think_that everyone has hidden motives fo .contacting you.
it means that you are.

but they arc not everywnwerc
TIf things go bad for ‘you,

friends also become subjects.“ cJ
EUM -

The ofpekmef securitate s4effiCiency must be conSidered as a myth.
Romania. being Romania, why should the securitate be any more cfficient

than other 1arge organizations7 Even. if it does have more resouice
at ics disposal why ‘whould we. ‘assume. that the ‘ophones. a '
W S P . ; 1 an cerelessness.

Ty ~am "1 ”"—u leave_ KG""I‘an.,.'lns ("im'mt' : T r’nnn"inr‘la wirh a Familinw n'fpr-n




